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Translation War Diary Army Group Vistula 


H. 


The following are notes by Lt. Col. von Wienskowski 4 


on Telephone calls conducted on April 20th, 1945 oy 


Pies GF rae 


MANBURG - GROSS FLOYIBEK 


los 


Apr 1 1. 26 


9.50 Supreme Cdr. — Gen. Busse 
3 VYOLKSITURL SAT L to Erkner 
D i M "  Riidersdorf ; 
$4 | = a a) 
2 Hy "  Straussberg ) Vor MAcCneOts 
“ it = 
2 " Gr.Werneuchen 


No trace of (Sturm Geschiitz Brigade) yet. 
oie ; : : hat ,we should / 
Am still of the opinion that Frankfurt has to be given up antteerenego 


behind lakes, if 9th Army is to be re-grouped before Berlin, 


2. EXEXEXXARY G. Panzer Army over (prob. "via" —- HK) Freudenberg - Tiefensee 
~ north of Bernau - 


(Digech Ne of Yous F ACH dung +o 
movine—forward foltowine 


<5 
© 


At the moment there is no front 


(% : ° Z ° : ° 3 ay " Rp aR rT ) 
Commun mop ) ae Wandlitz 


- 


xy Muh lenbeck 


The Volkssturm Btln$ 3,00 + 4,00 have left Berlin, partly motorized, 


partly on the S-Bahn, 


10,00 Ta de Pz.A. — Ia & 
XS 


VE fi Q ? 
despite ceaseless shelling only strong reconnaissance Gioaseee) 


left flank Gartz, right Flank Stettin, muxthxwfxPudeyurk} 
Got across in some places (Gartz, Schillersdorf, Nd.Zahden north of Podejuch 


Are to be thrown back again, 


36 


10,00 Gen. Fiebig — IA 


Fr. At 9.00 10 tanks in Schonfeld n.Bernau 


Others drove back to Bergschul. 


10,15 Bees —- Ia 


wrk Teas ‘ Ae ~ , 
oa. 0.B. (Supreme Commander) intends to requestK giving up Frankfurt, 


which I consider poneilaene nat we do have the right to pull out forces 


from Frankfurt no matéer what. 


\ 
+). : , 
("’i.e. the request will have no chance H.K.) 


(The rest of the handwritten notes have been crossed out) 
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12.10 Cdr. 3 Panzer Army Gen. Miiller-Hildebrandt - Ia 


nd 


© 
. 


towed ths We sT 
Is (1.A.K. = I. Army Corps) pulling its left flank back opts 
pubes ba fo the WO? vio has ; 

it\ ebberight—to-? 3.Pz.A. -set a deep flank, for which there 


/ 


or is 
are no forces. 
| ra 


Ia. For the time being we try to close the gap. 


, large scale/ 
3. Today's attack is already the Wannterattack 


Vyaim 
1 - 2 hours of art.fire, at first smaller, then va continuously 
throwing in forces, Strong plane attacksk, continuously increasmng. 


Now bridgeheads 
Youth hostel south of Gartz 
= eae 
Unt. Schoningen BEE 
ceca E here partic.difficult ) 
Schillersdorf ) / counter measures under- 
way. Will hardly get 


directly south of Autobahn : 
through 


Niederzarten 


12.45 Ia 9th Army - la 


9, Don't think the gap can be closed 


16.30 Gen. Krebs —- Boss 


K. ihrer wants to know immediatelywhich parts of axxix the artl. must 


hopmaian SARMA4 : aoa 
— weax (prob."be left behind" — HK) when carrying out the approved 


movement of the 9th Army. 


April 20 
18,30 Cdr. 9th Army — Ia 
Ia Sorry- couldn't reach you before 
Any news on situation? 


9. Enemy is before Bernau, 


viv 


Situation in Werneuchen unclear F 
Cun ok 4 
will continue report in a moment, here phy air attack. 


8.35 Cdr. 9th Army — Ia 


\ 4. 
At 

rd 
Hg 0 


Urder that has been given, cannot be executed, 
Army is to take over 80 kilometers of (Abschirmungs-) screening front 


. sles 
of a front which idfshort of crumbling. 


owes rhensidhe sou rim 
Cmit—iedorstent that the Borden of the Spreewald is to be held, 


I share you views, but the order has been given whether we understand 


bow 
@ 
& 


it or not. Don't know what to do either, never in my life have I seen 
Anarfe 
anything like it. I too only have the & order 0. Ky H, ) -eivehetetey 


not the final version yet. 
H. Can't see any way out. 


A. I don't either. Gen. Kinzel says there is no chance of changing the 
order, we have to make the best of it. 

H. We have lost control over the area of Fiirstenwalde,. 
Situation Fiirstenwalde — Hangelsberg unclear, 
Defense Area Berlin reports that no attacks have been reported. 
Hangelsberg is being attacked from north to south. Enemy tries to 


cross the Spree, Enemy attacks northern part of Fiirstewalde. 


fal 


Enemy attacks with smaller units not far from Fiirstenwalde. 


= 


2) 


QO 
Je 


Loe) 


L 
4 


ma 

i4 ‘ye 

a 

A. 6 
— 


ot 


Wher 


Ad 


lajor von Freytag (wit! 


a 


a 7a Rwecaa nzange? 
€ 18S bpusse going: 


Ia. for time being will stay in » Then will move behind the 
center of his army, probably a little further to the south. 
9.40 Harnack —- Major v. Freytag 

Teer Da eae eset sees pee ae (s sgreme Cdr \ 

AS ga Vid y OU--E ENG: Ves \wup!l ene 3 aggre } 

ET « Ta 1a i oe +ha 1 Arima  ~ na ura t+} wr Om ar hy r Y ) ao ne . ; ns 

ii 5 He 18S with the lol Ar ity LOrpsS W1tNn wnom we nave no connec Lions, 
ura c la - + f - h my 
we are looking for him. 

20.25 General Krebs — fa. 


17 
4r@ 


—— 


a ee 
ru 


er points out: 
Aswlaree 


Ww) 


aba 2) 


and put behind right 


i ,y r,atan ayn 4 7 1 hada 1, + Y ay ty, ywe Ac 
(too abbreviated and il legible) heights near Freienwalde 
eae : ; i 
HUuS t be held e 

been ordered is to be held 

pypeen oraereda, 1S to pe 1@ id. 

Ke. Ret. Solmar 

‘Arn x a ‘ac ‘ a" rayzh!} 

Forces ai fast as POSS1VNie€ 

ee ees es ee See tat gay Se ecces : Layee ee FR, TW ee eee Sachse 

Parts 25th to attack toward the south? Think it over, 


near Werneuchen, 


“ 
ened, attacker from southwe 


a a4 4 
L 1 wa = 2B 2St too, 


(continued on next page ) 


wd 


— 


tt 


+ 


ating 


je 


SOON. 


50 


ee Ag ¢ fA ay anee 17 \ 

April 20 (Actually 21 — HK) 
QA © mM wn cm fawkwma {ay i: ha Lh, 1 1, es = 1 aa "i 
atevO O.5. informs Gen.Kredvs that he has received the order that the 


Army Group must hold the frontline in its present position while 
pulling out all forces possible for the support of the heavily 


threatened deep flank. He regrets this decision with all his heart 


Since he is firmly convinced that this order cannot be s carried 
out and will never be successfult. He also regrets the decision 
oh; CAherss 
because it has no chance) and is thus directed against the interests 
~ 


ee 
.O «LS. 


of the Fuhrer himself. Actually, he; should so to the Fuhrer and 
tell him:"Mein Fiihrer, since this order endangers your wéllbeing, 
I request you to relieve me of this duty and to transfer it onto 
somebody selse, Then I could do my duty as a Vélkssturm man and 
fight the enemy!" 


Gen. Krebs replied that the Fiihrer fk however wn expected that 


: te Chose Ovdk 


following his order everything would be done 
Set wp A Comba mucns 


\ , . . - 
t ) front while pulling out all 


forces that can be made available, amtlenschetaeSossidbte with 
no nsideration for Berlin, 4$ fan east as vassi.tte 


Nop &# 1B y»h% Jo 277 


00,20 Dethleffsen —- 0O.B. 
0.B. The front between Oranienburg and Spandau will be occupied to-— 


morrow by tha(troops to be brought in there) 


SCH, {ITV}? > 
id the sygmk., 115 


from Liebenwalde Steiner with 5 Pz, 
Zerpenschleus 3e ; 


1 Army enginaer Btl,. 
2 SS Pol. Btl. 


: 5 batteries ' 
} euvdh as Vi Sin 
in the course of the afternoon /attack toward south, against enemy tankg 


advancing toward west, attacking his flanks 


South of Stetting Bridge (head?} tightened, holding enemy. 


Kottbus enemy penetrated from northwest 

Libben fighting too P , ‘eC. 
lk pP gies Nae th a Sl 

= — iste Het ( BERLIW) 

Enemy tanks and infantry Reymann 

a) west. oe (Mellen-See toward north) 

b) north of Luckenwalde towards Trebbin 65 tanks + inf, 


4Gen. Busse — Ginveaa ya) Kaur outhacks agains) | 2 Loft [F flank, Carel Uw 
Deep inroads with 11th SS and south of Frankfurt 


Will have to renew request tomorrow. 


J 


Enemy between Hoppegarten ) enemy has taken up positions,ready for attack 
Schildow ) before outer ring +) 


+) the author prob. refers to 
"the outer defense ring" of Berlin 


